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An exploratory study of the attitudes of students of the Media
Department at Birzeit University towards image ethics on social

media platforms

Abstract:

This study aims to know media students of the Birzeit University
attitudes towards image ethics on social media platforms. The
researcher adopted the descriptive analytical method by selecting a
random sample consisting of (132) male and female students out of
(242) students of the Media Department at Birzeit University, located in
Palestine. The researcher used an exploratory sample consisting of (30)
male and female students. The ages of the students ranged between
22-26 years old. They are from different residential areas. The study
was carried out during the second semester of 2022. The electronic
form, which consists of 17 sentences, was used, and the researcher
automatically collected information, unloaded, and analyzed the data
using the best and most generally used software, the Statistical Package
for Social Sciences. The results of the study showed that the arithmetic
averages of the answers of the study sample members about the items

of the scale of students of the Media Department at Birzeit University



attitudes toward photos ethics on social media platforms ranged
between (3.43-4.19). The phrase “I consider when posting pictures on
social media, the ethical aspect of posting the picture” came in first
place, with an average of (4.19). While the phrase "l am concerned
about the issue of respecting weakness when publishing the photo"

came in the last place, with an average of (3.43).

The results also show that there are statistically significant differences at
the level of significance (a < .05) regarding the attitudes among
students of the Media Department at Birzeit University about the ethics
of the photo on social media platforms due to the variable of the place
of residence including (village) on the one hand and each of (city) as
well as (town), on the other hand. The differences came in favor of:

(city) and (town).

The study recommended conducting virtual media campaigns to activate
indicative programmers, events and seminars to reach a consensus
formula proposed by specialists, university professors and jurists for an
ethical charter that addresses the posting of pictures contrary to law and
morals on social media. The study also recommended universities and

institutions to educate students about the role of digital platforms in



benefiting university students and to avoid posting private photos or
taking photos and publishing them on social media platforms without the

permission of their owners.
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